
LANDMARK WALES – SUPPLEMENTARY BRIEF FOR DESIGN TEAMS/ARTISTS
A MAJOR PUBLIC ART DEVELOPMENT AT A TRANSITIONAL 
GATEWAY IN WALES – NEWPORT/BRYNGLAS M4/A4042
1.0
INTRODUCTION

1.1
The aim of this component of Landmark Wales is to signify the transition between the M4 corridor and the Urban/Metropolitan City belt of Newport and Cardiff.  The M4 passes through a largely pastoral environment before entering Newport.  There are a rapid succession of exit routes to Newport, Caerleon, Cwmbran , Pontypool and Abergyfenny, making this a complex section of the motorway.

1.2 
This succession of exits sees the A449 from Monmouth join the M4 at Junction 24, J25 is the exit to Caerleon while J25A leads to the A4042 South to Newport and North to Cwmbran, Pontypool and Aberyfenny.  The A4042 nears the River Usk at the site and this area will in future host a new marina.  The Usk has the second highest tidal range in the world. 
1.3 
The approach to the site is a busy section of the M4 descending towards the Brynglas Tunnels.  There is a lot of visual interference particularly from Lamp posts and signage.  The backdrop is the the wooded bank and behind that the Park to Brynglas House.
1.4
Newport is the third largest city in Wales and is the first city that is encounteredon the westward journey.  The  population is around 138,000 and is in the midst of economic change.  Some 3 Billion has been invested in the City in the last 20 years and further investment is being attracted through Newport Unlimited, the Regeneration Agency.
1.5
Newport City is undergoing major transformation, large areas of the city are being developed and regenerated with the aim to promote a better atmosphere for people to live and work.  There is an acclaimed  Public Art Trail which takes visitors through the city centre and includes recent installations as well as historic sculptural pieces.   The Landmark Wales project has the potential to dovetail with wider regeneration aspirations for the city including the development of the marina, the Sustrans National Cycleway and the development of the Brynglas House and gardens.,
2.0
THE VISION

2.1 Wales is asserting a sense of nationhood after a long period when it was simply an adjunct to its larger and more dominant partner. The sense of cultural identity and nationhood is most evident in the resurgence of the national language, culture and, of course, the emergence of the Welsh Assembly Government itself.
2.2 These developments are less a yearning for the past, and more of expectations for the future, as Wales promotes its position on the international stage through clear branding and identity. It is a culture of enterprise, high quality and passion,  rich in heritage and landscape, fuelled by ambition.
2.3 It is in this context that the landmark will provide a uniquely identifiable and iconic ‘emblem’ that will signify entrance to the country of Wales, interpreting its cultural definitions and at the same time encapsulating its reputation for quality, excellence and innovation.
2.4 The strategic location and the stunning backdrop of the immediate natural landscape dictates an ambitious definition of site with the intent of providing the broadest possible canvass. It allows for full consideration of site and form, to define an exemplar landmark that befits this important entry point to Wales.

3.0
THE SITE

3.1 The M4 corridor enters the metropolitan city region around Junction 24 but we have chosen to signal the change a short distance on at J25A. 
3.2 The site is a treeless section of Brynglas Hill’s otherwise wooded bank and is very visible from the motorway, the banks of the Usk and the A4042 and its sliproad.  As the sliproad feeds traffic onto roundabout to the A4042 drivers are offered another closer view of the site across the Usk vehicle bridges. 
3.3
The site is steep and inaccessible from the A4042 due to the speed of traffic and the lack of a layby.  It is however accessible from Brynglas Avenue and through the grounds of Brynglas House and Garden.  The site is visible from several road   approaches  and the newly developed walk/cycleway  Newport – Caerleon.  The area of Crindau  forms an important part of the Regeneration of Newport with the possible new Marina development 

The site overlooks the River Usk so it is a place to see from as well as to look at.  

It has the potential to link to extensive pathways – could possibly have a seating area .and can raise the profile and importance of the Gardens and House  encouraging the commitment of resources to improve interpretation of the whole area, Artwork, House, Gardens, the Hill and the City.
3.4
The client partnership believe there scope for a major statement at this site but maintain that it must meet the safety restrictions that WAG Highways recommend.  This suggests a large static piece, viewable from long distance but with little detail to encourage lingering looks from motorists.  There is a lot of scope for localized detailing and interpretation for pedestrians entering from the gardens and also a lot of scope for integrating with the natural and planted environment of the gardens.
3.5
The following known constraints have been identified:

Road Safety: Consultation with WAG Highways has directed against the use of movement either within the Landmark or any subsequent lighting of it and has further advised against demanding detail that would lengthen the drivers’ concentration on the work.

WAG Highways have indicated that a large work seen clearly from a distance and easily understood will pose the least threat to driver safety and will be the most satifactory to them. 
Ownership: The main suggested site offered is in the ownership of Newport City Council.  Sites elsewhere around Brynglas Hill are in a variety of ownerships and  Artists/Design Teams risk the viability of their proposals by siting the work away from the suggested site. Design teams are not precluded from submitting proposals for privately owned land but in doing so may wish to consider  'portability'.
Environmental and Historical : This is a registered Historic Gardens and House site (Under Cadw) and The Historic Gardens Society (UK) 
The specific wooded area is also a SINC site - ie Site of Importance for Nature Conservation 
It is cited in the NCC Nature Conservation strategy. (Wood anenomies and Blue Bell specialisation)  
It is a Community Learning Centre area under the operation of NCC.
Part of the site called the' Wilderness ' was destroyed and spolied by the Malpas relief road and taken off the Cadw register in 1997.
The area is used as an Adult Learning Centre 
Community Consultation.

See notes of Stakeholder meeting 7th March 2007 (posted on website)
Planning 

Newport City Council are the  Local Planning Authority.. 

Site Investigation

Scott Wilson have been commissioned to provide this information. Their report will be available on links from the website week 12th March  2007.

3.7
Disclaimer
The above information is provided as being the best available at the time of writing but may change during the life of the project. 

Any views expressed are not binding on Newport City Council, as local planning authority in the consideration of any planning application submitted.

3.8
Budget 
The Budget for Construction is Circa £750,000.exclusive of fees.
