
LANDMARK WALES – SUPPLEMENTARY BRIEF FOR DESIGN TEAMS/ARTISTS
A MAJOR PUBLIC ART DEVELOPMENT AT THE

GATEWAY TO WALES – CHIRK A483/A5
1.0
INTRODUCTION

1.1 The A483/A5 at near Chirk is a major crossroads on the northern route into Wales from Shropshire.  It is an important connection from which traffic heads both West to Llangollen and North to Wrexham and Chester, while Southbound traffic for Oswestry, Welshpool and Llandrindod Wells all pass through here..   
1.2  Chirk is at the foot of the Berwyn Mountains, between the Shropshire Plains and the Vale of Llangollen.  It has been a prosperous industrial town in the past with Coalmining and Ironworks contributing to its wealth.  The major employers are now Cadbury Trebor Bassett and Kronospan.  
1.3 Chirk stands on the escarpment above the point at which the rivers Ceiriog and Dee meet. The name Chirk is thought to be an English corruption of the name River Ceiriog, however it's Welsh name 'Y Waun' means 'the moor'. Chirk's strategic position gave rise to a motte and bailey castle built by the Normans in the early 12th Century. In 1310, the Marcher fortress of Chirk Castle, was completed and today proudly guards the entrance to the Ceiriog Valley.

1.4 In the 19th century vital road, rail and canal links were developed. Chirk became a staging post on the London to Holyhead mail road, whilst the Llangollen branch of the Shropshire Union Canal reached Chirk in 1801.   The celebrated Pontcysyllte aqueduct, which conveys the Ellesmere canal over the valley of the Dee is a dramatic site visible from the old route of the A5.
1.5  The area around the Historic Viaducts has achieved World Heritage Site Status and it is hoped that the Landmark Wales Project  will enhance the status of the town even further.
2.0
THE VISION

2.1 Wales is asserting a sense of nationhood after a long period when it was simply an adjunct to its larger and more dominant partner. The sense of cultural identity and nationhood is most evident in the resurgence of the national language, culture and, of course, the emergence of the Welsh Assembly Government itself.
2.2 These developments are less a yearning for the past, and more of expectations for the future, as Wales promotes its position on the international stage through clear branding and identity. It is a culture of enterprise, high quality and passion,  rich in heritage and landscape, fuelled by ambition.
2.3 It is in this context that the landmark will provide a uniquely identifiable and iconic ‘emblem’ that will signify entrance to the country of Wales, interpreting its cultural definitions and at the same time encapsulating its reputation for quality, excellence and innovation.
2.4
There is dramatic landscape all around but as the roads converge the area is less extraordinary and needs punctuation.  There is a MacDonalds fast food outlet beside the road to Halton and the new landmark should overcome this and become the dominant point on this route.

3.0
THE SITE

3.1
From Llangollen the A5 crosses the valley past Chirk and climbs up to meet the  A483 and then head South towards Oswestry.  As it approaches the roundabout the A5 enters a cutting and the road narrows so that open views of the ridge are not possible.  The Southbound A483 passes through Ruabon and one encounters the dramatic crossing of the Dee on modern viaducts before climbing the slight incline to the A5 roundabout.  Like the A5 the A483 is narrow and views are restricted until one reaches the ridge. 
3.2
Whilst the roundabout itself is a punctuation point it is small and may not accommodate a large Landmark, especially if drivers views are affected.   South of the roundabout the A483 broadens and long views are easier.  There is a field immediately to east of the A483 and just beyond the McaDonalds that offers an excellent location.   Whilst it is below the level of the road it offers fairly long views in both directions and there is the scope to elevate any future work so that it dominated the skyline.

3.3
The site is well served by roads and there is an access route stopping just short of the field.  The site is in the ownership of the local authority and they have offered its use to Landmark Wales subject to the bid being successful and necessary approvals obtained.
3.4
The project partners wish to emphasise that whilst the aforementioned site has been identified as in public ownership, it is for the applicants to exercise judgement of the most appropriate site location and form, in light of site constraints listed below. 
3.5
The following known constraints have been identified:

Road Safety: For Southbound traffic the work should be visible as soon as drivers exit the roundabout so that they have time to prepare.  Similarly we would expect drivers to get a long view northbound so that they are not confronted with a peripheral surprise as they are slowing down for the roundabout 
Careful consideration will certainly need to be given to issues such as peripheral distraction in and around this area. 

Ownership: The site offered is in the ownership of Wrexham County Borough Council and they fully endorse the choice of site and its use for Landmark Wales., Considering alternative sites in private ownership may allow greater flexibility but contributes to uncertainty of site realisation. Design teams are not precluded from submitting proposals for privately owned land but in doing so may wish to consider 'portability'.
Environmental and Historical : 
Chirk (English form of the Welsh Ceiriog) is a medieval non-planned settlement with an earth motte and early church. It developed on the old A5 at the Welsh-English border. The industrial revolution saw the creation of the Shropsire Union Canal through the area and the visually outstanding Chirk aqueduct stands alongside the Chester-Shrewsbury railway viaduct. These structures form part of the wider area of the UNESCO World Heritage nominated site of the nearby Pontcysyllte Aqueduct. The town has a mainline rail station in operation. 
The former Brynkinallt Colliery has been restored to community woodland and open space while new business uses are developing on restored colliery land at Halton.

There are no known protected specific wildlife habitats on site.
Community Consultation.

See notes of Stakeholder meeting 22nd February 2007 (posted on website)
Planning 

Wrexham County Borough Council is the  Local Planning Authority. The approved Wrexham Unitary Development Plan is available on the internet at site 

Air Traffic

There is a small airfield not far from the site and although it is little used for flying that use persists and must be taken into account when considering the height of the Landmark Wales work.  Advice may be offered by Wrexham County Borough Council Planning Officers.  Current Guidance suggests a height of no more than 5m around the field but this is subject to confirmation and further negotiation with the Civil Aviation Authority. All planning applications would need to be checked individually. The owner of the Airfield has indicated his support for the project and has indicated he would not wish to block the project provided he receives sufficient consultation. 
Site Investigation

Scott Wilson have been commissioned to provide this information. Their report will be available on the website week commencing 26th February 2007.

3.6
Disclaimer
The above information is provided as being the best available at the time of writing but may change during the life of the project. 

Any views expressed are not binding on Wrexham County Borough Council, as local planning authority in the consideration of any planning application submitted.

3.7 Budget 
The Budget for Construction is Circa £750,000.exclusive of fees.
