
LANDMARK WALES – SUPPLEMENTARY BRIEF FOR DESIGN TEAMS/ARTISTS
A MAJOR PUBLIC ART DEVELOPMENT AT THE

GATEWAY TO WALES – MONMOUTH A40
1.0
INTRODUCTION

1.1 The A40 at Monmouth is the main infrastructure connection between Wales and the Midlands of England.  Over 30,000 vehicles travel through the site every day from the M5/M50 in the north via the A40/A449 to the M4 corridor and South East Wales 
1.2  To the South, towards the centre of Monmouth the A40 is joined by key routes to the Forest of Dean (A4136) and the A466 which follows the route of the River Wye  on its journey to the River Severn at Chepstow. Consequently, the A40 serves the dual purpose of a main haulage route between England and Wales and a key tourist route to the Wye Valley and wider region. 
1.3  The approach to the border from South Herefordshire is dramatic, but the distinction between Wales and England is not articulated.  There is a ‘Welcome to Wales’, ‘Croeso y Gymru’ sign but this seems to lack conviction. Whilst the stunning vista of the  Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty opens up before the visitor, there is no sense of entering a different country or culture.
1.4  Situated on the eastern edge of the County of Monmouthshire, the market town of Monmouth, stands at the heart of the Wye Valley – the ‘birthplace of tourism’.  The town itself is steeped in heritage that stretches back to Roman times, with particular links to Nelson, Henry V and the Chartists. The ‘jewel in the crown’ and ‘emblem’ of the town is a unique , medieval, 13th century gated Bridge, which spans the River Monnow at the southern point of entry to Monmouth. 
1.5  With a population of around 11,000, Monmouth is an important trade and administrative centre for region, but its wider vitality – and that of the county - is heavily reliant upon tourism, which generates over £100 million for the county as a whole. 
1.6  The Landmark Wales project dovetails with wider regeneration aspirations for the town, centering on the  restoration of the mediaeval bridge, refurbishment of the Shire Hall (where the Chartists were tried and sentenced to death) and  proposals for the creation of a regional ‘Welcome Centre’.
2.0
THE VISION

2.1 Wales is asserting a sense of nationhood after a long period when it was simply an adjunct to its larger and more dominant partner. The sense of cultural identity and nationhood is most evident in the resurgence of the national language, culture and, of course, the emergence of the Welsh Assembly Government itself.
2.2 These developments are less a yearning for the past, and more of expectations for the future, as Wales promotes its position on the international stage through clear branding and identity. It is a culture of enterprise, high quality and passion,  rich in heritage and landscape, fuelled by ambition.
2.3 It is in this context that the landmark will provide a uniquely identifiable and iconic ‘emblem’ that will signify entrance to the country of Wales, interpreting its cultural definitions and at the same time encapsulating its reputation for quality, excellence and innovation.
2.4 The strategic location and the stunning backdrop of the immediate natural landscape dictates an ambitious definition of site with the intent of providing the broadest possible canvass. It allows for full consideration of site and form, to define an exemplar landmark that befits this important entry point to Wales.

3.0
THE SITE

3.1 Having travelled through the levels of South Herefordshire, the A40 begins its gradual climb at Symonds Yat before commencing its descent into Wales at the northern edge of site, Once over the ‘crest’, the landscape unfolds before the visitor as the carriageway follows the meandering Wye on the flood plains below - threading its way between heavily wooded slopes to the East and West. Even the dual carriageway respects the setting, splitting into two levels, a purposeful engineering design solution to minimise impact on woodland views when the carriageway was improved in the 1960’s

3.2 At a point approxinmately 1km short of the Dixton Roundabout the southbound carriageway drops to the level of neighbouring farmland and meadow in its approach to the key entrance point to the town – Dixton Roundabout. In the final 600m, a forest of natural beauty is replaced by a clutter of signage and road markings on the immediate approach to the roundabout.
3.3 The site identified in the core brief, has been deliberately chosen to provide the broadest possible canvass, allowing maximum interpretation of the unique setting. Most of the site is in private ownership, however there are pockets of land in public ownership. These are:
a) A  strip of land on the eastern bank of the River Wye that  stretches along the former route of the railway line (now discontinued)  to the River Bank (see ownership Map on website)

b) a small parcel of heavily wooded land close to Agincourt school in the approach  to Dixton roundabout (see ownership Map on website)

c) The embankment of the A40 and miscellaneous parcels of land within the ownership of the Welsh Assembly Government (administered by their Highways Directorate) This land includes the Dixton roundabout itself and  two layby areas to the north of Dixton roundabout (northbound 0.7km and southbound 1.0 km). The northbound layby sits alongside a wider portion of land sandwiched between Newton Court Lane and the A40 itself, parts which are believed to be in mixed ownership. 
All other land should be assumed in private ownership

3.4
The project partners wish to emphasise that whilst the aforementioned sites have been identified as in public ownership, the site boundary remains as in the original core brief and plans (located on the website). It is for the applicants to exercise judgement of the most appropriate site location and form, in light of site constraints listed below 
3.5
The following known constraints have been identified:

Road Safety: The Project has been advised that the area in and around the Dixton roundabout is an ‘accident cluster’ site. High speed traffic, rapid deceleration and poor roundabout geometry (with local traffic cutting across A40 traffic to access the school at Dixton Lane), combine to create a highway safety concern at this point. In addition, the roundabout suffers from regular overturning of heavy goods vehicles, approaching from both directions at excess speed. 
To mitigate these safety issues, the local Highway Authority, Monmouthshire County Council, will shortly be adjusting the geometry of the Dixton lane exit, and the Welsh Assembly Government (who administer the A40) will be instigating speed restrictions on approaches to the roundabout. 
Careful consideration will need to be given to issues such as peripheral distraction in and around this area. 

Ownership: Most of the site offered is in private ownership, and approaches have not been made to owners at this point. Considering land in private ownership allows for greater interpretation of the site but contributes to uncertainty of site realisation. Design teams are not precluded from submitting proposals for privately owned land but in doing so may wish to consider  'portability'.
Environmental and Historical : Most of the site to the east of the River Wye forms part of the Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  The site contains a number of Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) designated under the European Habitats Directive. These include the River Wye SAC, The Wye Valley Woodlands SAC (Fiddlers Elbow SSSI) and the Wye Valley and Forest of Dean Bat SAC. 
Any successful proposal located in these areas would be required to be assessed in accordance with Regulation 48 of the Conservation (Natural Habitats &C) Regulations 1994. Other environmental restraints are posted on the website.
Access: There are numerous public rights of way across the whole site (see website information) Formal footpaths  adjoin the Wye on both banks with the former railway on the eastern bank forming part of the ‘sustrans’ cycle route. Vehicular access to certain parts of the site are readily available - via Dixton Lane off the roundabout, Hadnock Road on the east bank and Newton Court Lane off the northbound Carriageway. However, it should be noted that Dixton Lane is used for school access, and is heavily trafficked at certain parts of the day. 
To the east, Staunton Road (A4136) provides the primary carriageway link between the A40 and the Forest of Dean. Potential for access exists at points on its ascent, but is heavily constrained by adjacent topography.

Community Consultation.

See notes of Stakeholder meeting 6th February 2007 (posted on website)
Planning 

Monmouthshire County Council are the  Local Planning Authority. The approved Monmouthshire Unitary Development Plan is available on the internet at www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/6AF3237E-29AC-477F-ABBC-8679B03926CE/0/AdoptedUDPJune06.pdf. 

Of particular areas of interest are policies relating to Conservation of the Historic Environment Countryside and Nature Conservation. Where applicable Policy ENV1 (General Development Considerations) and DES1 (General Design Requirements) should be considered

Site Investigation

Scott Wilson have been commissioned to provide this information. Their report will be available on the website week commencing 26th February 2007.

3.6
Disclaimer
The above information is provided as being the best available at the time of writing but may change during the life of the project. 

Any views expressed are not binding on Monmouthshire County Council, as local planning authority in the consideration of any planning application submitted.

3.7 Budget 
The Budget for Construction is Circa £750,000.exclusive of fees.
