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INTERNATIONAL SHORTLIST OF ARTISTS AND ARCHITECTS COMPETE TO DESIGN NEW WALES LANDMARKS

Landmark Wales has today (01/02/07) revealed the identities of the 15 artists and design teams selected to create designs for major landmark projects around Wales.

Last Summer Landmark Wales was offered a development grant of £250,000 by the Big Lottery Fund to progress its application to create a series of dramatic public landmarks and artworks at strategic gateways across Wales.  Landmark Wales is one of 23 UK projects, three of which are in Wales, that are bidding for a slice of £140 million available through the Big Lottery Fund’s Living Landmarks programme. 

The Landmark Wales projects, with budgets ranging from £1M to £2.5M, will be sited across Wales, including Wrexham, Flintshire, Holyhead, the Second Severn Bridge Crossing, Monmouth, Merthyr Tydfil, Rhondda Cynon Taff and Newport.  

The shortlist of 15 is for the Phase One projects – those in Flintshire, Holyhead and the Second Severn Crossing.

The Project Manager of Landmark Wales, Geoff Wood, commented; “We have been very impressed with both the number and quality of entries.  We have received 102 expressions of interest in designing the new landmarks from artists and architects from 16 countries including USA, Spain, Germany, India and Poland.

“The selection panel were impressed with the imagination and design skills of the applicants, their commitment to developing an understanding of what it means to be Welsh and their interest in making sensitive but dramatic projects that we can all be proud of.   After a thorough but extremely tough decision making process, 15 artists and design teams have now been chosen.  4 of the teams are led by architects or artists from Wales.” 
The 15 finalists selected are:

	Name (lead in bold) 
	Location

	Artists Amber Hiscott and David Pearl 
	Second Severn Crossing

	Light Artists Leni Schwendinger/Arups Engineers and SMC Alsop Architects 
	Second Severn Crossing

	Artist Janet Echelman / Engineer Arups 
	Second Severn Crossing

	Architects and Designers Atelier Brueckner 
	Second Severn Crossing

	Architects Marks Barfield
	Second Severn Crossing

	Atkins Engineers, Landscape Architects and Urban Designers/ Artist Howard Bowcott/Miller Research/ Poet Menna Elfyn
	Holyhead Harbour 

	Architect Ian Ritchie and Engineer Techniker
	Holyhead Harbour

	Architect Jonathan Adams and Artist Alexander Beleschenko
	Holyhead Harbour

	Designer Paul Bradley/Artist Jaume Plensa
	Holyhead Harbour

	Architects Atelier Seraji/Artist Francoise Schein
	Holyhead Harbour

	Architects TonkinLiu/Engineers Atelier One/ Grant Associates Landscape Architects/ Artist Penny Grist/Archineers Environmental Engineers/Hybrid Graphic Designers
	Flintshire Border 

	Acconci Studio Architects and Artists
	Flintshire Border

	Landscape Artists Patricia Leighton and Del Geist 
	Flintshire Border

	Landscape Architects McGregor Smith /Artist Richard Harris
	Flintshire Border

	Ian McChesney Architects
	Flintshire Border


The 15 teams will each be paid fee of £5,000 to develop a design proposal. 

The Landmark Wales partnership consists of seven local authorities and Capital Region Tourism and North Wales Economic Forum.  Peter Cole, Regional Strategy Director of Capital Region Tourism and Chair of the Steering Group commented; “If the lottery bid is successful the project could have a budget of £18.5m, making Landmark Wales a public arts programme of unprecedented scale and ambition in the UK with the potential to transform the image of the country and celebrate what Wales has to offer. 

“The Landmark Projects have the potential to intensify the experience of crossing the border and entering or leaving Wales.  They will be places to visit on foot as well as pass by car and they can capture the imagination of the public and boost the image of Wales and its regions in the same way that the Angel of the North sculpture at Gateshead has done.  We are very excited about this project”

The Landmark Wales Team are also currently seeking design proposals from artists, architects, designers and students for Phase Two of the design competition.  For details of how to enter, visit  www.working-parts.com/landmarkwales. The deadline for the Phase Two sites in Chirk, Monmouth, Taff’s Well, Newport and Merthyr Tydfil is 21st March. 
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For further information or media interviews please contact - 

Capital Region Tourism:

Lisa Durston, Merlin Marketing and Public Relations on 029 2030 4050 or email lisa@merlin-digital.co.uk 

Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 

020 7211 1888

Out of hours contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           

Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors

· Capital Region Tourism (CRT) is the Regional Tourism Partnership serving South East Wales – this includes Blaenau Gwent, Bridgend, Caerphilly, Cardiff, Merthyr Tydfil, Monmouthshire, Newport, Rhondda Cynon Taff, Torfaen and The Vale of Glamorgan.

· The Big Lottery Funds rolls out close to £2 million in Lottery good cause money every 24 hours, which together with other Lottery distributors means that across the UK most people are within a few miles of a Lottery-funded project. 
· The Big Lottery Fund, the largest of the National Lottery good cause distributors, has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since its inception in June 2004.

· On 1 December 2006 the Big Lottery Fund was officially established by Parliament and at the same time assumed the residual responsibilities of the dissolved National Lottery Charities Board (Community Fund) the New Opportunities Fund, and the Millennium Commission. The Fund is building on the experience and best practice of the merged bodies to simplify funding in those areas where they overlap and to ensure Lottery funding provides the best possible value for money.
